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198 THE AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [Vol. VIII 

Adele M. Fielde, in "A Corner of Cathay," recently issued, 
gives the following interesting account of Chinese folk-lore : 

" When a child is just one month old the mother, carrying it 
in a scarf on her back, induces it to look down into a well. 
This is supposed to have a mentally invigorating effect, produc- 
ing courage and deepening the understanding. The infant is 
always fed from a large bowl to make it a big eater. A bride 
may be taken to her husband's house while a coffin is therein, 
but not within one hundred days after it has been taken out^ or 
domestic troubles will surely follow. Moreover, the bride may 
not, during the four months after her marriage, enter any other 
house in which there has recently been either a death or a birth 
without precipitating a quarrel with the groom. If a fly falls 
into the porridge it heralds the coming of a guest, while a cock's 
crow between sutisetand midnight betokens death in its owner's 
family. It is not respectable for an old man to go without a 
beard or for a young man to wear one. A sneeze indicates that 
some one is thinking of you." 



Mr. George F. Black, assistant keeper of the National Museum 
of Antiquities, Edinburgh, has in preparation a work dealing 
with "Scottish Charms and Amulets," to be published by Mr. 
George P. Johnston, Edinburgh. Mr. Black is desirous of mak- 
ing the work as complete as possible, and will be grateful to any 
one for information of such Scottish charms or amulets as have 
not hitherto been described. All assistance given will be ac- 
knowledged in the work. 



ERRATUM 



In the article on the Micmac Indians, page 37 of the January 
number, the statement that the rattle-altars were found in Yuca- 
tan should be read as found in Mexico. 



